Exploring, inventing,
and investigating are
essential to the study
of science. However,
these activities can
also be dangerous.
To make sure that
your experiments
and explorations are
safe, you must be
aware of a variety of
safety guidelines.

Safety Rules!
Start Out Right

Always get your teacher’s permission before
attempting any laboratory exploration. Read
the procedures carefully, and pay particular
attention to safety information and caution
statements. If you are unsure about what a
safety symbol means, look it up or ask your
teacher. You cannot be too careful when it
comes to safety. If an accident does occur,
inform your teacher immediately, regardless
of how minor you think the accident is.

If you are instructed to
note the odor of a sub-
stance, wave the fumes
toward your nose with
your hand. Never put your
nose close to the source.

You have probably heard of the saying,
“It is better to be safe than sorry.” This is par-
ticularly true in a science classroom where
experiments and explorations are being per-
formed. Being uninformed and careless can
result in serious injuries. Don’t take chances
with your own safety or with anyone else’s.

Following are important guidelines for
staying safe in the science classroom. Your
teacher may also have safety guidelines and
tips that are specific to your classroom and
laboratory. Take the time to be safe.

Safety Symbols

All of the experiments and investigations in
this book and their related worksheets include
important safety symbols to alert you to par-
ticular safety concerns. Become familiar with
these symbols so that when you see them,
you will know what they mean and what to
do. It is important that you read this entire
safety section to learn about specific dangers
in the laboratory.
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